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Synopsis:

The Spec Review workgroup compiled a list of recommendations for clarifying the RETS 1.7 specification.  This change proposal specifically addresses those clarifications with respect to the GetObject portion of the RETS 1.7 specification.

Rationale:

The rationale of this change proposal is to formally tighten up the GetObject specification to match the intent of the RETS 1.7 specification and to remove potential misinterpretation and ambiguity.  The intent was not to enhance or extend GetObject.

GetObject

5.1 Required Client Request Header Fields

· Accept
… Since missing images and other errors are reported in standard RETS XML format, the clients SHOULD include text/xml in their list of accepted media types. If they don’t, they may get “406 Not Acceptable” instead of more descriptive error message.

5.3 Required Request Arguments

· object-id definition should be revised as follows: 

object-id ::= 1*DIGIT | *
· object-id-list definition should include extra parentheses to make clear that if * is included, no other object-id’s are allowed:
object-id-list ::= * | ( object-id *( : object-id ) )
· In section 5.5 add the following text:
If specifically requested media is not available, then server should respond with a RETS error(20409) “object unavailable”  

5.4.1 Location

· Add text:  If Location=1, then the body MUST be empty, since only the URL is being requested.    If the requested object does not exist or is unavailable, the Location header with no URI MUST be present, and the response body MUST be in the standard RETS format with ReplyCode and ReplyText describing the problem (see Table 5-1)

Section 5.12 (table 5-1)

· Add Reply Code 20414 – “requested ‘Location’ is not supported” – Servers may not desire to support Location=1 and to thereby allow unfettered access to image servers.  This new error code specifically states that.

5.5 Required Server Response Header Fields
· Content-ID  - state that this value is the resource-entity from the request, which MUST match the corresponding KeyField's (MLS Num, AgentID, etc.. ) value.   … This MUST be the resource-entity as requested in request arguments. …

· Object-ID - specify that server object count MUST start at 1, to correspond with request object ID format.  … This MUST be the object-id as requested in request arguments. If requested object-id was *, the request is treated as if requested object-id-list was 1:2:3:…:n, where n is the maximum object-id server has for this resource-entity; the object-id in response will then reflect this numbering.
